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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY D „ rR n . m . 9Q 

EXAMINATION REPORT International application No. PCT/GB 0dAJ4^S 

I. Basis of the report 

1 With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have 

Thriving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to rn ?"£P°« % ™? nal!y 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17)). 



Description, Pages 

1 -28 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1-8 as originally filed 

2 With reaard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
languSe S which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under 
Rule 55.2 andjbr 55.3). 

3 With regard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
* international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure 
in the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 

□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have 

been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70.2(c)). 

(Any replacement sheet containing such amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 

6. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 
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Industrial applicability (IA) 
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2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step 
or industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following document: 

D1: WO-A-01 83667 
D2: US-A-5728669 

1. D1 (claims; examples) discloses a water-soluble pouch which is made of polyvinyl 
alcohol and encloses a fabric cleaning composition comprising a surfactant. 

The subject-matter of claim 6 is defined by reference to a result to be achieved, namely 
a cleaning composition comprising at least one surfactant and optionally a super 
wetting agent, such that the combined surface tension effect is capable of reducing the 
surface tension of water below 28 mN/m when 10 g of the composition is dissolved in 4 
litres of water. The subject-matter of claim 6 is therefore unclear (Article 6 PCT). 

Although this characteristic is not explicitly disclosed in D1, D1 is considered to be 
novelty destroying for the subject-matter of claims 6-8 (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2. It is clear from the description (page 4, lines 10-13) that besides the surfactant the 
presence of both a builder and a super wetting agent is essential. Further, it is stated in 
the description (page 14, lines 9-13) that the super wetting agents should be present at 
levels from 0.1 to 10 % w/w and should be selected from silicone glycol co-polymers 
and fluoro surfactants. These features which also seem essential to the invention are 
not present in claim 6. 

3. None of the cited documents discloses a carpet cleaning method comprising the step 
of adding to the reservoir of a carpet cleaning machine a carpet cleaning liquid 
enclosed in a water-soluble container. 

The subject-matter of claims 1-5 is therefore considered to be novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

4. D2 (claims; examples; column 8, lines 11-26; column 9, lines 16-55) discloses a 
liquid carpet cleaning composition comprising a surfactant, a builder and a sulfonated 
aliphatic fluoro surfactant as super wetting agent. The compositions are applied to the 
carpet directly from the container used for storage. The subject-matter of claim 1 differs 
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from that of D2 in that the composition should be packaged in a water-soluble container 
which is added to the reservoir of the cleaning machine. 

D1 (claims; examples) discloses the use of liquid cleaning compositions enclosed in 
water-soluble pouches for the laundering of fabrics. 

Since D1 does not contain any reference to the use of the PVA enclosed compositions 
in carpet cleaning, the skilled person is not encouraged to add the compositions of D2 
as water-soluble pouches to the reservoir of the carpet cleaning machine. 

The subject-matter of claims 1-5 is therefore also regarded to be inventive (Article 33(3) 
PCT). 
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